The Trial of Alice Lisle
and most active instruments in bringing about the late horrid
rebellion, which was more than he could prove, and then he
explained in detail how Hicks and Nelthorpe, having escaped
from Sedgemoor to Warminster, sent a man named Dunne
to Moyles Court, Alice Lisle's house at Ellingham, to ask if
she would give them a night's lodging If they came that way.
Mr Dunne, baker, of Warminster, was a friend to the
cause, and had undoubtedly sheltered Hicks and Nclthorpe.
It would have been easy to have clapped him Into jail and
hanged him for his treason with the rest of the obscure
Dissenters, but without his evidence the prosecution could
not have convicted the widow of the regicide, and so Dunne
was saved. It is only fair to his memory to say that; ho dots
not seem to have offered himself as an evidence against tbo
woman to whom he had brought his friends.
, The battle of Sedgemoor was lost on the early morning of
July 6th, and for three weeks Hicks and Nclthorpe had been
in hiding. They were, as Monmouth himself had been,
intent on making for the New Forest in hopes of hiding hi
that neighbourhood and getting to the coast, and so to
Holland. It was Saturday, July 25th, that Dunne was sent
across country. He took the track by Chxlmark, Fovant and
Salisbury Plain, but when he got as far east as this, he did not
know his way to Ellingham, and indeed the way across Fovant
Down and Grim's Ditch is no easy one for a stranger u> find
to this day. He asked his way of twenty persons, and at last
a man named John Barter said he knew where Moyles Court
was, and took his horse and piloted him thither, for which he
was paid half-a-crown. It was agreed between them that
Barter should meet him again on the Tuesday when he was
bringing Hicks and Nelthorpe, and this he did and showed
them the way again.
Barter met them then on Salisbury Plain and they rode
. together about ten miles, and Nclthorpe paid him ten shil-
lings for his pains, but they parted company after riding this
distance together because of some difference of opinion n to
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